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HELVETIA-ALPENGLUEHN SINGING SOCIETY

By Shelby Aeppli Imholt 503-648-1307 or stimholt@frontier.com
The Helvetia-Alpengluehn Swiss Singing Society, under the direction of Mr. Clifford Barron Fairley, is busy again rehearsing traditional Swiss choral music for another season of performances. Please mark your calendar for our upcoming Novemberfest concert which will be held on Saturday, November 19, at Bethany Presbyterian Church, 15505 NW Springville Road, Portland, OR 97229. We welcome the Helvetia Alphorns as our special guests. They will grace us with their beautiful traditional melodies and will inspire us all. See the enclosed flyer for concert details. 

In June the Helvetia-Alpengluehn Swiss Singing Society had the pleasure of traveling to Vancouver, B.C to participate in the 27th Pacific Coast Swiss Singing & Yodeling Festival. 13 choirs from the USA, Canada and Switzerland gathered for four days of music and festivities which included a grand choir concert at the renowned Chan Centre of the Performing Arts at the University of B.C. The nearby mountains still echo with the sounds of 250+ voices raised in song, celebrating the musical heritage of Switzerland. Plan ahead for the summer of 2014 when the next Sängerfest will be held in Tacoma, WA. We look forward very much to that event! 

If you think we’re only about things that are Swiss, think again! Soprano, Pat Salimena, recently traveled with the Royal Rosarians to Honolulu, Hawaii to march in the Aloha Festival parade. The parade route was hot and long, (4 miles!) yet no one fainted, in spite of wearing wool suits. Go Rosarians! 

Our hearts are with Pat at this time as she has lost two family members this past summer. Her beloved father, Clem Joseph Hurliman passed away on June 14, 2011. Clem was born in Woods, Oregon on May 18, 1920 and loved celebrating his Swiss heritage from Canton Zug. Then on August 8th, Pat’s sister, Kathy Marie McVittie, slipped away surrounded by her loving family. Clem and Kathy are loved and missed by all who knew them. Our thoughts and prayers are with Pat and her family. 

Another traveling soprano, Nancy Kelley, has ventured to Moscow, Russia to visit her son and daughter-in-law and new grandbaby, Fiona. From the pictures she has sent via e-mail, it is apparent the baby is beautiful and a delight to her entire family. Congratulations to all.

In the alto section, Hildegard Miles is taking a leave of absence to concentrate on her new business, Ticino’s Pizzeria and Caffe in Hillsboro. Check out her yummy menu and enjoy a meal and espresso. 

If you like to sing or want to learn to sing, we are always happy to welcome new members. We invite anyone who enjoys Swiss music to join our choir. No audition is required. Rehearsals are held on Monday nights at 7pm at the First Church of the Nazarene, 6100 SW Raab Road, Portland, OR 97221, on Sylvan Hill. Contact President Teresa Grossen-Brandt at 503-629-5925, if you have any questions. ( 
2011-2012 CALENDAR OF EVENTS


Tillamook Swiss Breakfast

Swiss Hall (every 3rd Sunday of the month); 8:30-11:30

Tillamook Swiss Men & Women’s Meetings

Swiss Hall at 6:00 pm, (every 1st Sunday of the month); 
potluck following
Nov 12
Tillamook Fall Bazaar, 9:30-4 at the Swiss Hall
Nov 19
Novemberfest, Bethany Presbyterian Church
Dec 18
Portland Swiss, Inc. Christmas Party
Jan 22
Portland Swiss, Inc. Annual Meeting
PORTLAND SWISS, INC.

By Joanne Odermott 503-640-9675 or jojodermott@hotmail.com


 Our 94th annual schwingfest was held on August 6 at Paesano-Cedarville Park.  The weather was perfect.  Under the leadership of our new president, Kerry Nussbaumer, the day was a great success.  Four wrestlers from Switzerland competed, along with nine other senior schwingers.  Thomas Tongi from Grafenfort, Switzerland was the first place winner.  He also was awarded the Schoenschwinger award, (all) donated by Anna Leonhard.  Cody Kaech from Frances, WA took first place in the junior division, and that schoenschwinger was Jeremy Jackson.  Buebe Schwinger first place winners were: (12-14) Wayne Vigne with Schoenschwinger Craig Ashley; (9-11) Blake Johns with Schoenschwinger Joey Cook; and (6-8) Josh Werner with Schoenschwinger Hunter Isom.  Practice will begin in the spring.  If interested, contact Don Odermott at 503-324-3289 or trancongroup@gmail.com. 

Our annual Drawing was held during the dinner hour.  Winner of the $200 was Debi Burns.  Winner of second prize of $100 was won by Virginia Merz Welch.  Third prize of $50 was won by Ernest Zumbrunnen. A thank you to all who donated prizes for the Drawing.


Music during the afternoon and for the evening dance was provided by the Vogel Orchestra.  We had a good crowd for the dance and the presentation of awards in Paesano-Cedarville Park’s beautiful hall.

The day before schwingfest found 76 golfers at Wildwood Golf Course in Scappoose.  First place team was Mike Baur, Bill Suter, Steve Veach and Rick Roberts from Vancouver.  Prizes were awarded in the new back yard of Helvetia Tavern.  A big Thank You to the following for sponsoring a hole:  Tournament Golf Foundation, Inc., Pete and Kathy Reimers, Alderbrook and Associates - Dave Emmenegger, Fred and Margie Burri, Jodelklub Edelwyss, Inderbitzin Distributors, RFM Manufacturing – Doug Reimers, Rigler Rats - Jack & Paul, V & K Construction - Vernon & Kerry Nussbaumer, Swiss Sportsmen’s Club of Tacoma, Architects Van Lom Group AIA - Joe Van Lom, Yodler Freddie and In Memory of Chuck Harris.


A Thank You BBQ for those who helped with the schwingfest and golf tournament was held at Don and Gina’s Heavenly Ranch.  Thank you to everyone who worked so diligently to make the weekend great.


Scholarship applications will be available after the first of the year for members and for children and/or grandchildren of members.  Dues for those members who pay annually will also be due at that time.


Enjoy the holidays and all good wishes for a healthy and prosperous 2012. (
SWISS LADIES CLUB

By Elsie Neff   Contact information:  Sally Schoch 503-647-5578 or sschoch@helvetia.us

A deserving young student of Swiss descent was awarded our $500.00 scholarship this year. The award went to Sierra Gernhart, daughter of Sandy and Bart Gernhart and granddaughter of Millie Kappenthaler.  Sierra is attending the University Of Washington School Of Civic Engineering.


Our twenty second annual Swiss Kids Kamp was held in August and a record forty five children attended. This weekend camp near Mt. Hood was organized by Rosaly Divens and a group of great volunteers. The children, ages eight to fourteen, had a full schedule with crafts, games, music and language: everything designed to give them a little taste of their Swiss heritage. The children were divided into four groups with the names of Bern, Vaud, Ticino and Graubunden.  The sound of cowbells woke the children to start the day’s activities.  Vernon Nussbaumer gave a presentation on the history of the community of Helvetia which was started by Swiss immigrants.  Some of the children went home with a genealogy chart made up of family information tracing back to Switzerland.  Shelby and Tom Imholt were in charge of crafts and once again came up with a beautiful project - a key holder which was then decorated in a Swiss motif.  Helping with the project were Adolf Stocker and Karl Nachmann.  Claire and Pierre Vireday were there for language and taught a little of the four national languages of Switzerland.  Missy Yungen, her sister Trina Lippert, and Richard Vireday were in charge of sports, including archery and steinstossen.   Becky Palm taught some songs and her husband John was camp photographer.  Ted Zurcher and his brother Jim organized the talent show and the Sunday program for parents. Anita Hendrikson and her brother Roy Ott shared the nurse duties. Tristi Sutter was an all around helper. Some former campers returned as junior counselors.  They were Rachel Couvert, Shelby Zurcher, Lucas Vireday, Caitlin Vireday and Katie Hall.  All joined in to burn the Böögg, an old Swiss custom saying good-bye to winter. Once again it was another successful and fun Swiss Kids Kamp and many thanks to all who made it possible.

Our sympathy goes to the family of Elda Harris who recently passed away. She was an honorary life member of the club and a lovely lady.


In the last few months, Evie Vetsch had knee replacement surgery and Millie Kappenthaler had back surgery. Both these ladies have recovered and are doing well


Congratulations to Sally and Hans Schoch on their fiftieth wedding anniversary in July. They celebrated with a party at the farm, for family and friends. Their daughter Stephanie made a beautiful album of their married life together.

Also in July Mary Ellen Schraner celebrated her eighty fourth birthday and was surprised with a lovely party at the Portland Grill.

In August Tildi Ott celebrated her seventieth birthday and also a class reunion in Switzerland.  Joining her there for the occasion were daughter Linda and son Steve. (
JODELKLUB EDELWYSS NEWS
By Ted Zurcher 503-803-0733 or Ted.Zurcher@gmail.com

The Jodelklub has had a busy Summer and Fall. First we performed at the Saengerfest in Vancouver, B.C. The four-day event was filled with fantastic Swiss singing, jodeling and music. It was a terrific celebration of Swiss music and culture. The Jodelklub participated in the Grand Concert which featured a 300+ member Grand Choir. Our lead jodeler, Peter Rosenast and his daughter Lucia were featured performers and did an outstanding job. The next day the Jodelklub performed a number of songs and were joined by new honorary member, “Frau” Klucker, who educated the audience on what life in the Swiss Alps is really like. The Saengerfest wrapped up with a very nice banquet where it was announced  that the next Saengerfest will be hosted by the Tacoma Männerchor in June, 2014. So mark your calendars now! I guarantee a good time will be had by all who attend!


In July the Jodelklub participated in the Helvetia Swiss Picnic. Even though the weather didn’t cooperate, we still had a good turnout. On October 2nd, the Jodelklub was invited to be a featured act at the North Coast Seafood Festival in Tillamook. We were joined by Shelby Imholt who did a crowd-pleasing set of jodels and other songs. Peter Rosenast and his daughter Lucia also proved popular with the audience with the beautiful jodels they did together. Our newest member, Mark Portmann, wowed the crowd with his Fahnenschwingen (Swiss Flag throwing) routine while the Jodelklub performed the Engelbergerlied, a “nature” jodel.


After our performance, we were treated to a tasty lunch at the Tillamook Swiss Hall by our gracious hosts, the Tillamook Swiss Club. We had a great time visiting with them and we truly appreciate their hospitality.

We are now looking forward to the annual Portland Swiss, Inc. Christmas Party. You don’t want to miss this as it always proves to be a good time. Be sure to bring the kids and grandkids as Swiss Santa always makes an appearance, much to the youngsters’ delight.


After the New Year, we’ll begin practicing again to get ready for our Spring Concert. We are always in need of new members. If interested, please contact Ted Zürcher at (503) 803-0733 or ted.zurcher@gmail.com. (  
REMEMBERANCES
 Andrew Kehrli passed away April 13 at the age of 87.  A Gresham resident and dairy farmer, he is survived by his wife Mary Ann; sons, Dennis and Robert and sister, Trudy Christensen.

Marie Kehrli Morrison-Ott passed away April 16 at the age of 95.  Husbands William Morrison and Roland Ott predeceased her.  She is survived by her daughter, Marilyn Morrison; son, Bill Morrison; grandchildren; great grandchildren; great-great grandchildren and sister Trudy Christensen.

Delores Kind passed away May 18 at the age of 83.  A resident of Helvetia, she is survived by her daughter, Carol Smyth; sons, Ralph and Milo; 11 grandchildren and 16 great-grandchildren.  She was predeceased by her son, Mark and granddaughter Crystal.

Henry Beglinger passed away June 17 at the age of 92.  He was preceded in death by his wife, Doreen and son, Joe.  He is survived by his son, Gary; three granddaughters and two great-grandsons.

June Huserik passed away June 30 at the age of 91.  Her husband of 73 years, Joe, survives her.  She is also survived by daughters, Sandra Friberg and Joanne Davis; three grandchildren; and six great-grandchildren.

Elda Harris passed away October 14 at the age of 95.  Born in Helvetia, she is survived by her daughter, Charlene Pettingell and step-granddaughters Lisa and Debbie.  She was preceded in death by her husband, Charles. 

Bernice Trachsel Wismer, 98, passed away October 16th. Bernice, together with her husband Dick, farmed in the Bethany area. Bernice was very active in the Bethany Presbyterian Church and enjoyed gardening, travel and golf. She is survived by her husband of 74 years, Dick, and two children, Joanne and Ronald.


Keith Berger, of Hillsboro, passed away August 21st at the age of 58 after battling Multiple Sclerosis for over 30 years. He was a devoted 4th generation farmer and father of six. Keith loved the outdoors, especially fishing and hunting. He is survived by his mother, Ruth; wife, Becky and children, Derek, Landon, Austin, Kendre, Quenton and Griffin. 


Clem Joseph Hurliman II, 91, passed away June 14th. Clem was a dairyman for 73 years on Little Nestucca River Road in Cloverdale, Oregon. His favorite pastime was work. Clem was very proud of his Swiss heritage and traveled to Switzerland often. He is survived by his wife, Elizabeth and children, Susan, Patricia, Rose, Clem III, Mary and Bob.


Kathleen Hurliman McVittle, 58, passed away August 16th after a courageous battle with cancer. Kathy lived her entire life in South Tillamook County and, like her father Clem, had a strong work ethic. Kathy worked in the field of dentistry for over 30 years. Kathy loved children, cooking, needlework and kitties. She is survived by her mother, Elizabeth; husband Greg and daughters, Ursula, Heidi and Nicole. bbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbbb

Helen Baur Suter, 94, of Mineral, Washington passed away July 5th. Helen was an associate member of the Helvetia Alpengluehn Singing Society of Portland and longtime member of the Enzian Ladies Choir of Tacoma. Helen was an avid sports fan who started Mineral's Boys Little League and spent 29 years as a coach. Helen is survived by her brother, Walter and children, Bill and Pam. (  
NOTEWORTHY NEWS
 Leo and Marian Beckman of Sun City West, AZ celebrated their 60th anniversary in April with a ten day cruise on the Sea of Cortez. 

Remi and Rose Coussens celebrated their 65th anniversary in May with a family dinner. 

Terri Maller and Kip Kaiser were married February 12, 2011 and honeymooned in Hawaii. Terri is the daughter of Pete and Kathy Reimers.

In June Fred Vogel, Jr., Fred Vogel, Sr., and Fred Rast were invited to participate at the Heirassa-Festival in Weggis, Switzerland.  It is one of the largest Swiss Ländlermusic festivals, drawing about 15,000 people over a 3 day period.  Fred Vogel, Jr. played with the Heirassa-Revival (Willi Valotti, Dani Häusler, Ueli Stümp, Sepp Huber and guest Jodler, Nadja Räss) for a concert at the Catholic Church in Weggis, playing songs from the History of Kapelle Heirassa.  He also joined his father and Fred Rast for a concert at the Pavillion by the Lake.  The 3 Fred's also played with Willi Valotti, Fredy Reichmuth and Oski della Torre for a special concert at the Hotel Schweizerhof called the "Amerika -Schwyzer Abig"

Their final performance was when Fred Vogel, Jr. played for the Heirassa -Finale Concert with Willi Valotti, Carlo Brunner and Dani Häusler for a crowd of about 2,000.  For videos from the Heirassa-Festival performances or for more information about the Festival go to:  www.heirassa-festival.ch.

Elizabeth and Scott Grossen of Woodburn announce the birth of their first child, Evelyn Rose, born August 4th. Evelyn's grandparents are Cheryl and Keith Grossen of Canby. Congratulations! 
Congratulations to Helvetia Alpengluehn Treasurer, Shirley Bankston! This September Shirley entered 34 of her dahlias in a Portland Dahlia Society Show and walked away with 19 blue ribbons and 5 red ribbons, not including the People's Choice Award and Best of Show in the Amateur "B" division. Shirley is an active member of the Portland Dahlia Society, which will be hosting the American Dahlia Society National Show in September of 2012. She is going to be busy!

Congratulations to Alice Grossen who took 3rd place with her catch of a 31 pound Chinook salmon in a Labor Day Fishing Derby held in Gobel, Oregon. 

Recently, Stephanie Schoch of Portland was pictured in the Oregonian newspaper. Stephanie, daughter of Hans and Sally was featured to inspire us all to get fit with ideas from her own workout. Thank you, Stephanie!
Several young members of our Swiss community made a spectacular showing in the 4-H competition at the 2011 Washington County Fair. 
Showing in the dairy cattle division were:
Haven and Oliver Schoch, daughter and son of Mark and Heather Schoch. 

Jake, Nate, and Sam Schoch, sons of Dave and Casey Schoch, and Hank and Maria Grossen, son and daughter of Dave and Jackie Grossen. In addition, Maria also showed her Oberhausli dairy goat.

In the sheep division:

Shelby, Madison, and Courtney Zurcher, daughters of Ted and Michelle Zurcher showed their Romney fiber sheep. In addition, Shelby and Courtney also showed their Boer market goats and Madison showed her rabbit.

The Swiss kids did an excellent job as the week culminated in the Master Showman competition where the champions from each class competed in a round-robin competition. They had to show eight different animals (sheep, dairy goat, pygmy goat, fiber goat, market goat, pig, beef cow, dairy cow). The Swiss were well represented as the following champion showmen competed for top honors: Sam Schoch, Jr. Champion, Dairy Cows; Maria Grossen, Jr. Champion Dairy Goats; Courtney Zurcher, Jr. Champion, Sheep; Nate Schoch, Intermediate Champion, Dairy Cows; Shelby Zurcher, Sr. Champion, Market Goats. Maria Grossen took home top honors as the Junior Master Showman, which is the highest honor one can achieve at the Fair! Congratulations to ALL of our Swiss 4-Hers. We can all be proud of their hard work and dedication.

Members of the Yungen and Grossen families recently hosted their cousin, Marianne Amstutz Vogt of Sigriswil, Switzerland at a dinner held at Helvetia Community Church. Marianne is a travel agent in Switzerland and her interests include documenting the many Swiss families that left for America from Sigriswil and surrounding villages during the late 1800's and early 1900's. 

The Helvetia Alpengluehn Novemberfest guest artists will be the Helvetia Alphorns. So please help the choir welcome them at our upcoming concert!

The Helvetia Alphorns began with Mark Grossen in 1993 when he purchased his first alphorn from Colorado with the encouragement of his University of Portland professor, the late Phil Cansler. In 1994 Mark played alone at the Helvetia Community Church Swiss Picnic. There Mark met a neighbor and Swiss native, Phil Henny, who had an alphorn and they began playing duets together. Phil, during his trips back home to Switzerland, began to look for more alphorn music and discovered most of the music was written in 3 or 4 parts (requiring 3 or 4 alphorns). From there, Mark and Phil recruited two more Helvetia Swiss neighbors, Gary Zurbrugg and David Schoch. Consequently, Phil soon became very busy bringing alphorns back from Switzerland. All of the alphorns they perform with now were handmade in Switzerland by Mr. Ernst Nussbaum. They recently added Julia Speicher to their group. Julia, a Pennsylvania native of Swiss decent, minored in music in college and now teaches math at Lincoln High School in Portland. Playing for the concert will be Julia Speicher, Mark Grossen, Gary Zurbrugg and David Schoch. 
Pete and Maggie Grossen announce the weddings of both their daughters.  Melanie married Nathan Birkholtz on June 4th at the Crystal Ballroom in Portland.  Then on September 24th, Angela married David Sanchez at  the Meriwether Golf Course in Hillsboro.  Congratulations to the happy couples.
In July Linda Baggenstos Sneddon received the Service to Beaverton's Individual Award for her long term contribution to her community. Linda serves as president of Beaverton Together, a community anti drug coalition, where for over 10 years she has served on their board of directors. Congratulations. (  
2

